
Why Dialogue?  is an opportunity to explore a sequence of eight Dialogic Axioms that
together describe the essence of Professional Dialogue and the necessity for Dialogue to
address the problems facing our organisations, communities and society.  Participation in this
course is recommended for anyone who sees Dialogue as an important part of their future
work.

A Facilitated Enquiry
Dialogue is the art of thinking together, not the art of agreeing or disagreeing with pre-set
answers. Why Dialogue? is a facilitated enquiry for participants to learn together and for
themselves. People are encouraged to draw on their own first-hand experiences to address a
series of questions, the implications of which lead into an informed consideration and
exploration of the Axioms. 

The course includes recommended preparatory thinking to get the most from the experience,
and participants are provided with a Field Guide for reference and ongoing enquiry. 

Why Dialogue? is accredited by the Academy of Professional Dialogue
 

Participant Field Guide and Certificate of Achievement provided on completion
 

WHY DIALOGUE?
An introductory enquiry into

the theoretical foundation of Professional Dialogue...
 

REGISTER HERE

Academy Online Learning Centre in four 2 x hour modules

https://aofpd.org/upcoming-courses/


Eight Axioms:  from David Bohm to Professional Dialogue
Why Dialogue? tracks the emergence of Dialogue from the original enquiry with
David Bohm in the 1980s through to its present form of practice within the
Academy of Professional Dialogue in the 2020s. The course is based on eight
Dialogic Axioms, that trace a developmental sequence over the past four decades.
The first Axiom relates to the underlying ontology, which is the Implicate Order.
That is based on the notion that everything unfolds from a common source, as
symbolised by the acorn through which the environment unfolds into the oak tree.
The second Axiom proposes there is a reason we often do not experience the
consequent sense of inherent inter-connectedness - because of pervasive
fragmentation in human consciousness. Together, these two Axioms provided the
starting point of Dialogue and the enquiry with David Bohm when we explored the
nature of consciousness, how fragmentation arises and the way into a flow of
common meaning and feeling. 

Learning by Thinking Together
In this spirit, during Why Dialogue? we are not aiming to teach answers, but to
focus on thinking, and the experience of thinking together. On registration, you
will be provided with a field guide To gather your thinking... This has the eight
Axioms, each with related questions to encourage you to begin your enquiry
before you arrive. In the session you will have the opportunity with others to
answer the questions from your first-hand experience and explore how and why
you form the views you hold. The series of open questions require exploratory
consideration, rather than forming a closed ‘I agree’ or ‘I disagree’ opinion about
the Axiom. Looking into the axioms and questions together naturally leads people
into Dialogue. 

At the close of the course, all participants are provided with a Participant’s Field
Guide that contains the full set of Dialogic Axioms, questions, statements and
consequences as well as their Certificate of Completion.
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https://aofpd.org/upcoming-courses/

